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Lucy Page Gaston, a teacher, writer, lecturer and member of the 
Woman's Christian Temperance Union, founded The Anti-Cigarette 
League of America in 1890.   Gaston maintained that cigarette smoking 
was a "dangerous new habit, particularly threatening to the young 
and thus likely to lead to the use of alcohol and narcotics, which was 
prevalent in the 1890s.  Between 1890 and 1930, 15 States enacted 
laws banning the sale, manufacture, possession, or use of cigarettes, 
and 22 other States considered such legislation.   Eventually, all the 
states repealed their cigarette prohibition laws. Kansas was the last 
to do so, in 1927.

Smoking Will Corrupt You

A Century of Cigarettes
The Public Health Response to the Cigarette/Lung Cancer Epidemic

The Tobacco Industry’s Role to the Cigarette/Lung Cancer Epidemic

The cigarette habit took longer to take hold in the United States than 
overseas. The U.S. solders returned from the War to �nd a period of ciga-
rette prohibition.  Many towns considered smoking an arrestable o�ence 
on moral rather than medical.

Prohibition

Anti-spitting laws were enacted to prevent the spread of tuberculosis.  
The tobacco market shifted to other forms of the product.  Cigars were 
very popular.  Cigarettes eventually dominated all tobacco production. 

Tuberculosis

Automation of 
Cigarette Manufacturing

In 1881, James Bonsack invented the 
automated tobacco rolling machine that 
ushered in the mass production of 
cigarettes.  The Bonsack device could 
make 200 cigarettes per minute, about 
60 times faster than a skilled hand roller.  
The new machinery displaced more than 
700 employees at Buck Duke's 
(American Tobacco) factories in 
Durham and New York.

The cigarette business 
was a monopoly 
controlled by American 
Tobacco until 1911, 
when anti-trust 
enforcement broke it 
into smaller pieces 
including R. J. Reynolds 
Tobacco and Liggett & 
Myers.

American Tobacco 
Trust Dissolved

R. J. Reynolds introduced Camel cigarettes which used a blend of tobaccos, 
including �ue cured varieties which were mild enough to inhale.  The ability 
to inhale smoke directly into the airways changed smoking from a custom to 
an addiction.   

Introduction ofIntroduction of
Modern BlendedModern Blended
CigaretteCigarette

Spurred by the instant coast to 
coast success of blended cigarette 
brands such as Camel, Lucky 
Strike, and Chester�eld, the 
cigarette companies expended 
millions of dollars each year on 
advertising and promotion 
campaigns to encourage smoking 
and to win market share.

The 
Roaring 20’s

Soldiers in World War I received a weekly ration of 
50 cigarettes.  Thousands upon thousands of 
‘Doughboys’ returned from the European front as 
regular smokers, addicted to cigarettes. Tobacco 
and smoking cigarettes were viewed as patriotic by 
the general public.  And General John J. Pershing, 
commander-in-chief of the American forces in 
France in 1917, called tobacco "indispensable to the 
daily ration".   “You ask me what we need to win this 
war.  I answer tobacco, as much as bullets.” 
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